History was valued by the sixteenth eentury as a great store- 
house of exanples, and; therefore, a gach better instructor for 
the gentleman in politics and morals tnan philosophy. Elyot says 
that "Cleero, father of the Astin eloquence, eaileth’ an historie 
‘the witnesse of tymes, maister of life, the lyfe of renenbranse, 
ef truthe the lyght, and messenger of antiquites"? He, himself, 


thinks that, "In the lernynge of these autors a yonge gentilman 
shal be taught to note and mark, mot only the ordre and elegancie 
in declaration of the hisforie, but also the occasion of the warres, 


the counsailes and preparstions on either part, the estimation 

of the oapitaines, tne coptinuance of the batila, the fortune 

and successe of the holle; affaires, Bemdably eut of the warres 
in other dayly affaires, the astate of the publike wcale, if hit 
de prosperous or in decay$, what is the very océasyon of the one 
or of the other, the forme and maner of the governance therof,’ 
the g>2d end evyli qualites of thes that be rulers, the commotities 
and good sequele of vertud, tie Aiscommedities and evyll conclus- 
fon of vicious Licenses". Chesterfield in his Letters reviews 
ane‘ent history for his son and explains the forms of goverment, 
characters of Various great leaders, and discusses the great prace 
tical value of history to one ain plans statesmanship, In Letter 
XVI, he writes, "By the help of history, a young man my, in some 
_fteasure, acquire the experience of old ages In reading what has 
een done, he is apprised of what he has to nee anf the sore he 
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